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4. CONCLUSION
These results illustrate the interest of a new approach of public risk per-
ception ; it shows the multidimensional aspects of risk perception taken at its
psyho-social level. If a synthetic indicator of fear and concern is conceivable,
for many activities it has been demonstrated that the social signification of
declaring they are risky is by far ambiguous. For example : if the denunciation
of the dangers of narcotics is certainly a mark of anxiety, it also expresses a

feature of conservatism.

To conclude, it is useful to follow simultaneously in the wider public the
nuclear risk perception and the national debate on nuclear energy. For some peo-
ple, risk is used as an argument, favourable or not ; but for many others,

it works as a substitute to explain a more global anxiety. So for us, the
perceived nuclear risk has no clear link with detriment ; but as social phenome-
nen, it takes place cbviously in communication flows.
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