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Outline

Antroduction: the Chernobyl Accident and Belarus

Arhe International Consensus Regarding the Health Consequences

ASome Implications for the Affected People and for the Assistance
Effort

AConcluding Remarks: Our Shared Responsibility?
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The Chernobyl Accident and Belarus

Belarus was severely affected i 70% of total radioactive fallout left
23% of its territory contaminated

25,000 people were evacuated from the exclusion zone, where 70
villages were buried

£A110,000 people were resettled

A110,000 people were conscripted as emergency clean-up workers
(o0l 1 gui dat or s6)

AL.3 million people, including 500,000 children, still live in the affected
areas
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Administrative Regions Surrounding the Chernobyl NPP

CATVIA UNSCEAR, 2000
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Framing of the Impact: Radiation vs Radiophobia

A @t hmental health impact of Chernobyl is the largest public health
problem unleashed by the accidentto d at @le Chernobyl Forum,
2003-2005:36).

A i F e af radiation has proved a health threatini t s ¢UNDR) 2006).
VS

A statements by international experts fi s u g g e sthdt estifnating
Opsycholpprgd xsaudeqwerés no proof .... the authority of
nuclear experts is presumed sufficient for diagnosing populations
with anxiety andr a di o p h(kuzhirskaya, 2007:88).

A fit h easeeot exactly the most motivating environments to be part
of! So, if there is passivity, | think i t 6 s8der st an(asebidre c
INGO officer, 27 April 2010).
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Framing of the Impact: Radiation Effects

A A [ t Jimpeact was much smaller than anybody could have pr e d i cance
N[ t famger of radiation has largely p a s s €Kalonan Mizsei, UNDP, 2005).

A 7t hvast majority of people livinginfic ont a mi areas arain fact highly
unlikely to experience negative health effects from radiation exposure and
can safely raise families where they aret o d alyN) 2008:2).

VS

A fi | aqur town ... three drivers died. They used to transport the soil [during the
clean-up operation in the contaminated areas], they were strong men...0
(Aleksandr V., 61 i qui 26 Mayq®006).,

A fi Ma npgople lost their health; many have died before their t i me@Anatoliy
G,0l i qui 28 Mayx008),

A 7 Ev eyea, there are fewer and fewer of us | e f(Mlaglimir F., 61 i qu i 2Ba
May 2009 ).
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| mpl i cations: Chernobyl

They are invisible, because:
A they are not there, having died, fled or been resettled:;
A their health effects are not officially linked to the Chernobyl accident;

A their health effects are linked to the accident, but their numbers are
statistically insignificant; or

A their health effects are accounted for statistically, and, therefore,
partially oOvisibled, but only as n









